COUNTY TOPICS

Wayne County Recreation, Parks & Natural
Resources Plan
In 2020, Wayne County received grant funding from the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources for the purpose of developing a Recreation, Parks and Natural
Resources Plan. A request for proposals was prepared to find a consultant to assist the County in
the development of the plan. A total of seven proposals were received by the County. After a
review of the proposals by the established committee, three finalists were selected for interviews.
After the conclusion of the in-person interviews of the consultant teams, the County decided on
the firm of Woodland Design Associates, Inc. to oversee development of the plan.
It is anticipated that the resulting plan
will provide broad directions and
development as it applies to natural
and recreational resources in Wayne
County. The plan will incorporate
previous studies such as the Wayne
County Trail Feasibility Study and
other existing municipal and County
studies and plans. A large component
public participation and input. This
input will be achieved through public meetings, surveys and stakeholder interviews. In addition
to the public input, a steering committee was also formed to support the development of the plan.
The committee represents various geographic areas and partners within the County that possess
knowledge or experience in recreation and natural resource management. The Wayne County
Planning/GIS Department will also be assisting in the effort with the production of mapping and
assistance at meetings. The eventual completed Recreation, Parks and Natural Resources Plan will
become an important and required element of the next Wayne County Comprehensive Plan
Update.
The first Study Committee meeting was held on September 23rd of 2020 at the County Park Street
Complex. A work schedule was presented by Woodland Design Associates, Inc. to illustrate
anticipated timelines and project development target dates. Among the first steps of the project
will be to inventory and analyze existing resources. For the purposes of analyzing and categorizing
existing resources, the County will be divided into three sections (North, Central and South).
Additionally, a mission statement, project goals and objectives will be developed, along with a
survey to gather input on selected topics from the public in the near future. The development of
the plan will continue through 2021 with completion slated for early Spring of 2022.

13

14

15

16

17

18

